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(54) FOCUS DETECTOR 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To eliminate misdetection by providing an eclipse monitoring means and 
judging whether or not there is an eclipse and how large it is, and also providing a 
threshold value varying means which varies a threshold value. 

CONSTITUTION: The eclipse monitoring means 112 calculates an eclipse quantity and 
whether or not there is the eclipse by using lens data and the threshold value setting 
means 113 sets the threshold value for focus detection with the value of a parameter 
indicating the eclipse quantity. Then this threshold value needs to be varied according 
to whether or not there is the eclipse and is varied according to the degree of the 
eclipse if there is a margin of arithmetic processing, and a detection result is 
recognized to be effective when there is an information amount larger than the 
threshold value to perform display and driving operation, but when not, the display and 
driving operation is inhibited from being performed. Consequently, a focus detector 
which has no malfunction and high reliability even if the eclipse is generated is 
obtained. 
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